
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   
   
 
 
   
 
                      

 

Pebble Plain Site Protected 
165 Acres of forest land acquired in Moonridge Area of Big Bear 

 

 
Botanists identify ing rare plant species  

What is a Pebble Plain?  
Pebble plains are  a combination of rare 
miniature plants and heavy clay soils 
loaded with quartzite pebbles --a unique 
habitat that exists only in Big Bear and 
nowhere else in the world. 

It is one of the most biologically rare 
plant communities found in California.  
The plants are relics of the Pleistocene 
Age, when glaciers receded. The soil 
composition --deposited over eons-- 
inhibits conifer seeds from sprouting on  
the local ridge tops, thus preserving the 
ancient habitat for many millennia. 

COLLABORATIVE PROJECT 

Three of 11 primary pebble plain plant 
species are on the federal threatened 
species list.  Large sites like the 12-acre 
Sawmill Pebble Plain with all 11 endemic 
types together are extremely rare. 

SBMLT is collaborating with 20 other 
organizations (including Forest Service 
and Department of Fish & Wildlife) to 
conserve this critical area.  Big Bear 
Valley Education Trust is spearheading a 
major effort to promote greater public 
awareness, protection, and scientific 
study of this rare habitat. 

 The SAN BERNARDINO MOUNTAINS LAND TRUST (SBMLT) is elated to 

report a major step forward ÉÎ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÎÇ "ÉÇ "ÅÁÒȭÓ most outstanding 
pebble plain habitat.  In April SBMLT bought 165 acres between Moonridge 
and Sugarloaf east of the Lake.  The purchase helps safeguard a landlocked 
U.S. Forest Service parcel, formerly surrounded by planned housing tracts. 

MAJOR GRANT AWARDED 
 THIS acquisition was made possible by a $2 million grant from the 
WILDLIFE CONSERVATION BOARD, a state agency that helps secure key 
natural resources in California.  The two properties together form a 467-
acre nature preserve and wildland park, where existing hiking trails will be 
expanded and environmental education opportunities initiated. 

 In the 1980s the Nature Conservancy identified pebble plains as one of 
the 10 most threatened habitats in California.  Biologists refer to the so-
called Sawmill Complex (i.e. this key area of ridge top plateaus surrounding 
Sawmill Canyon) as possibly the largest and best pebble plain habitat of all. 

Photo by Ed Wallace 

 
Sawmill Pebble Plain in bloomīcontains the best  example of rare miniature 

plant  habitat  that is  found only  in Big Bear and nowhere else in the world . 
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Dedicated to acquisition of forest open space & wi ld l i fe habi tat on private land in the San 
Bernardino National Forest to ensure lasting public benefit of the natural mountain environment  



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

      HELP SUPPORT  

The SAN BERNARDINO MOUNTAINS LAND TRUST 

Mail your contribution with the FORM below 

- or - visit our informational website to make an online gift at www.sbmlt.net 

 
Your Membership Is Essential To Success! 
The Land Trust is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.   Your contributions are tax deductible. 

My contribution is: 

_____  Forest Supporter        ($35)    Name: _________________________________ 

_____  Mountain Guardian     ($50)    Address: _______________________________ 

_____  Mountain Sponsor     ($100)    City / State / Zip _________________________ 

_____  Forest Protector        ($500)    Phone:  ________________________________ 

_____  Other Donation  ($ ______)    E-mail: _________________________________ 

 

Join the LAND TRUST (or renew your support) with a generous contribution today 

San Bernardino Mountains Land Trust PO Box 103    Fawnskin, CA 92333   -or- 

            PO Box 490 Lake Arrowhead, CA  92352   

 

 

SAN BERNARDINO 

MOUNTAINS LAND TRUST   
2014 Board of Directors 

     OFFICERS 

  President    James Asher   
  Vice-President   Polly Sauer  
  Board Secretary   Bill Engs 
  Acting Asst. Treasurer Peter Jorris 
         DIRECTORS 

  Arnold Bean    Caren Cassidy 
  Kevin Kellems   Peter Jorris   

         2014 STAFF  

Peter Jorris,  Executive Director 
 Kevin Kellems, Projects Manager 

SUPPORT TEAM  

  Calendar Coordinator Ellie Lytle 
  Graphic Design   John Hummel 
  Membership    Pat Huckaby 
  Website     Polly Sauer 
  Correspondence   Sandi Huckaby 

SBMLT CONTACT INFORMATION 

Phone the Executive Director at 
909-867-3536 OR 

E-mail: info@SBMLT.net 

WEBSITE: www.sbmlt.net 

 

San Bernardino Mountains Land Trust 
is a community-based charitable nonprofit 

organization dedicated to buying threatened forest land 
for greater conservation and long term protection of the 

San Bernardino Mountains. 
~ 

For more information visit us at  

WWW.SBMLT.NET 
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Scott Seccombe 



Four Magnificent Forest Lands Rescued by SBMLT 
Visit these forest lands and enjoy the trails 

The San Bernardino Mountains Land Trust has rescued 
three major forest properties since 2010 plus a fourth site 
saved April 25, 2014 thanks to a major grant from the state 
Wildlife Conservation Board (see story on page 1). 

 
A USFS crew from the Deerlick Station cuts an opening in 
a fallen tree blocking the road through the Coyote Rock site 

 

Heroic tree on the trail at the 50-acre Strawberry Peak site. 
The parcel now has benches and interpretive signs thanks 
to GardenWorks4Kids, a organization that introduces kids 
to nature. A vista point offers a wide view of coastal valleys 

 

Equestrians enjoy a scenic ride through the inspirational 
forest setting of SBMLTôs beautiful Coyote Rock property 

 
Above is the SBMLT sign marking Arrowhead Ridge, where 
a 1.8-mile Will Abell Memorial Trail weaves through the 
magnificent 80-acre site.  BELOW are entry pillars to the 
Strawberry Peak site, part of the historic Pine Crest retreat.    

 
            Photos by Scott Seccombe 
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